States of Independence Programme 2026 – please note, while we do our best to keep to the timings published here, changes are sometimes unavoidable.

	10am: Stalls open

	11am – 11.45am
	Writing for Children: Talk with Kim Redway?

	12 – 1 pm LUNCH

	
1pm - 1.40 pm - Keynote: Carol Leeming - in conversation and reading hosted by XXX


	2pm – 2.45pm

	DMU Creative Writing Showcase 

DMU Creative Writers



	3pm – 3.45pm
	Poetry Open Mic 


Hosts: DMU Alumni Abi Willock & Noé Dos Reis Martins Da Ponte


	Find out about studying CW at DMU?



Plus ...
· Pitch session with literary agent, Oli Munson 6 x 15 min slots 11am – 11.45am; 12.15pm - 12.45pm
· For younger book lovers: book cover trail and colouring activity 
· The Coffee House in the Hugh Aston building is open for refreshments from 10am - 3pm

Poetry Open Mic: sign up on the day at Abi and Noé’s book stall.



Programme Blurbs

